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SUBCHAPTER H—PROCUREMENT SYSTEM FOR THE U.S. 
POSTAL SERVICE: INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS OTHER 
THAN PATENTS 

PART 601—PURCHASING PROPERTY 
AND SERVICES 
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AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 552(a); 39 U.S.C. 401, 
404, 410, 411, 2008, 5001–5605. 

SOURCE: 69 FR 36022, June 28, 2004, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 601.100 Purchasing Manual; incorpo-
ration by reference. 

Section 552(a) of Title 5, U.S.C., relat-
ing to public information requirements 
of the Administrative Procedure Act, 
provides in pertinent part that ‘‘* * * 
matter reasonably available to the 
class of persons affected thereby is 
deemed published in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER when incorporated by reference 
therein with the approval of the Direc-
tor of the Federal Register.’’ In con-
formity with that provision, with 39 
U.S.C. 410(b)(1), and as provided in this 
part, the U.S. Postal Service hereby in-
corporates by reference its Purchasing 
Manual (PM). The Director of the Fed-
eral Register approves this incorpora-
tion by reference in accordance with 5 
U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR part 51. The 
Purchasing Manual is available for ex-
amination on the World-Wide Web at 
http://www.usps.com/business. You may 
inspect a copy at the U.S. Postal Serv-
ice Library, 475 L’Enfant Plaza West 
SW., Washington, DC 20260–1641, or at 
the National Archives and Records Ad-
ministration (NARA). For information 
on the availability of this material at 
NARA, call 202–741–6030, or go to: http:// 
www.archives.gov/federallregister/ 
codeloflfederallregulations/ 
ibrllocations.html. 

§ 601.101 Effective date. 
The provisions of the Purchasing 

Manual, issued January 31, 1997, are ap-

plicable, effective January 27, 2000, 
with respect to all covered purchasing 
activities of the Postal Service. 

§ 601.102 Applicability and coverage. 
(a) The Purchasing Manual applies to 

all Postal Service procurements of 
property and services (except real es-
tate and related services). 

(b) The Purchasing Manual super-
sedes the Procurement Manual. 

§ 601.103 Content of Purchasing Man-
ual. 

The Purchasing Manual consists of 9 
chapters and 6 appendices, as follows: 

(a) Chapter 1—Authority, Responsi-
bility, and Policy—covers general pur-
chasing policies, including the delega-
tion of purchasing authority and re-
sponsibility; introduces the concept of 
the purchasing team; defines and estab-
lishes best value as a basic purchasing 
policy. 

(b) Chapter 2—Purchase Planning— 
establishes requirements and proce-
dures for advance purchase planning, 
including supplier-selection strategies 
and performance evaluation factors. 

(c) Chapter 3—Supplier Relations— 
establishes policy for a strong, com-
petitive supplier base; describes the re-
sponsibilities of both the purchase 
team and the contracting officer in 
identifying sources; discusses sources 
and their priority; and sets forth policy 
and procedures regarding commercial 
suppliers, noncompetitive purchases, 
and protests. 

(d) Chapter 4—Purchasing—estab-
lishes a single purchasing process for 
all requirements; defines commercial, 
design and construction, mail transpor-
tation, and special purchasing and sets 
policy and procedures for their use; es-
tablishes general policy regarding so-
licitations, release of information, oral 
presentations, performance evalua-
tions, discussions, best value deter-
minations, contract award, notifica-
tion, and debriefings. 

(e) Chapter 5—Contract Pricing—es-
tablishes policies and procedures for 
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